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NSDC Federal Advocacy Committee Summary
12.18.25 1:00 pm MNT time

Welcome and Updates – Ann Terry

Federal Advocacy Update – Paragon Government Relations
General Update / Big Picture Update
· Congress working toward year-end funding decisions and conclusion of 119th Congress 1st Session – Reconvene Jan 6th.
· Shoestring Budget is in process until Jan 31st. 3 Bills have passed with 5 more coming.  Continuing Resolution (CR) likely into early 2026
· Possible shutdown discussion; timing unclear
· Defense budget and broader federal budget pressures
· Impacts to Districts: Uncertainty around deadlines and congressional calendar and programmatic NOFO’s

HR 2766 / S 2014 – Tactics Update
· Overview of where the bill stands – nothing new
· Need to refine push through February – expecting introduction on floor
· Paragon continues to do on site Hill visits, targeting HSGAC committee members
· NSDA and Paragon coordinating continuous outreach to Kentucky Districts with letters and phone calls with some success.

Other Issues for Discussion / Possible Member Communications
FEMA Review Council Report postponed.
Earmarks:
· Earmarks are still under discussion and are included in multiple bills.
· Expect them to move forward and expect early spring for deadlines
· NSDA will provide a short article end of January, once we have confirmed deadlines and inclusion for all members to send out with recommended action: contact your congressional offices, keep preparing applications

Public Finance Network – Taxation on Overtime (David Ulbricht)
· Issue overview and potential impacts on special districts
· Question: Should NSDA develop a statement or position?

Rural Health Transformation Program
· Draft Template letter reviewed and approved for use by members
· NSDA will provide more clarity on process and deadlines

Opioid Settlement Process and Funds
· Discussion of whether NSDA should track or provide guidance

Streamlining Permitting Bill – SPEED Act
· Back ground – this has been in the works since 1970’s – Senate moving; passed House 12/8/25
· Congress billed it as a Streamlining Week - Mostly NEPA but also will impact infrastructure, water, roads, ports, endangered species. Stay tune.
· Mixed perspectives; some support, some concerns about judicial review changes

Cybersecurity Reauthorization – PILLAR Act
· Reauthorization status update
· Emphasis on importance for local and special districts
· NSDA will provide member education
· NSDA and Streamline provided support

WOTUS – Waters of the United States
· New definition discussion, has been going back and forth for multiple administrations
· Regulatory uncertainty continues – NSDA will continue to monitor
· Implications for permitting and compliance for districts – water, wastewater facility exemptions are included

DC Days – Fly-In (May 5,6)
· Dates confirmed (Travel dates 4th, 7th)
· Same hotel as prior year (Navy Yard)
· Early planning discussion on strategic opportunities - Question: who attends and how many from each state? TBD by Executive Committee

ASAE Update
· Chantal to include ASAE-related information in next Monday’s Digest
· Monitoring federal advocacy engagement through ASAE
· Kyle and Chantal will attend annual conference

Proposed Changes to 2026 Monthly Meetings
· Add Grants Advocacy segment
· Add Issues Roundtable by member states
· General support expressed; details to be refined

Members’ New Items / Open Discussion
· Question raised: is anything moving at ASAE?
· Reminder to follow up on federal schedules and timelines
· Meeting wrap-up and next steps
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