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NSDA Federal Advocacy Committee Summary
9.24.26 1:00 pm MNT time

Welcome and Updates: Ann Terry

Federal Advocacy Update: Manatt Phelps and Phillips, LLC & Chantal Unfug

Special District Fairness and Accessibility Act (SDFAA) Update
· Legislative momentum and lame-duck strategy: Congressional inaction has slowed progress on SDFAA, with Utah and California (Rep. Mullin) being the only new cosponsors added since the previous update. Appreciation was expressed for members’ ongoing advocacy and outreach efforts.
· Looking ahead to the 120th Congress: The team discussed opportunities to rebuild momentum, strengthen legislative relationships, and evaluate whether a name change could help position the legislation for the next Congress.
· Remaining session strategy: Continue seeking cosponsors, with a focus on Freedom Caucus members and additional outreach to Democratic members of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee. Only one Democratic committee members are a targeted outreach a priority.
· Congressional outreach: Fallon and Pettersen staff continue working on the legislation daily. The team will remain alert to potential year-end legislative opportunities, recognizing the limited time available during the lame-duck period.
· Next steps:
· Continue pursuing cosponsors through the remainder of the session.
· Develop an updated state-by-state list of elected officials and anticipated post-election positions.
· Prepare congratulations and introductory outreach to newly elected officials following the November 3 election.
· Explore opportunities for renewed engagement with Sen. Rand Paul and other key legislative stakeholders.
· Maintain focus on Reps. Fallon and Pettersen and identify potential champions for the next Congress.

2. Federal Political Landscape and 2026 Election Planning
The discussion focused on preparing NSDA for potential changes in congressional leadership, committee assignments, and federal policy priorities following the November elections.
· Newly elected officials: The anticipated number of members not returning to Congress presents an opportunity to introduce NSDA and raise awareness of the role of special districts with incoming members and their staffs.
· Post-election strategy: Manatt and Chantal will develop an updated outreach and target strategy following the November 3 election, including a review of newly elected officials, their connections to NSDA, and opportunities for engagement.
· Congressional leadership changes: The team discussed potential changes in House and Senate committee leadership, including the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee and the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). Leadership outcomes will depend on the election results and subsequent committee assignments.
· Potential legislative champions: The group discussed focusing on Ruben Gallego as a potential SDFAA champion and monitoring opportunities to engage him as he gains seniority on HSGAC. Continued engagement with Fallon and Pettersen will remain important.
· Congressional priorities: Potential changes to congressionally directed spending and eligibility for nonprofit organizations were discussed as an area to monitor. The discussion emphasized the importance of intergovernmental collaboration and opportunities for multiple special districts to work together on shared priorities.
· Key takeaway: NSDA will remain engaged through the end of the current session while preparing a targeted outreach strategy for the 120th Congress.

3. Farm Bill Update
· The Senate passed its version of the Farm Bill through the reconciliation legislation (H.R. 1). Senate Republicans are reportedly targeting a November vote on the broader Farm Bill, although passage before the end of the year remains challenging.
· A short-term extension may be more feasible than completing the full legislation during the lame-duck session.
· The House Farm Bill did not pass the House
· Special district provisions: Both the House and Senate versions included Good Neighbor Authority provisions that include special districts.
· NSDA will continue monitoring the Farm Bill and opportunities to preserve special district eligibility and participation.

4. Other Federal Policy Updates
OMB Uniform Guidance and Federal Award Conditions
· New government-wide conditions and prohibitions affecting federal awards were discussed.
· Congressional concerns have been raised that the new requirements may be contrary to congressional intent.
· The short-term continuing resolution delays implementation until December 11.
· The team discussed the possibility of further changes, executive action, and litigation. Multiple potential legal and policy pathways remain under consideration.
· Continued advocacy for a delay in implementation and congressional oversight was identified as an important priority.
Census and Citizenship Data
· The team reviewed the new Census rule addressing citizenship status and proposed changes governing the 2030 Census.
· Information has been posted on the NSDA website under News.
· The potential for state attorneys general to pursue legal challenges was discussed, although no current coordinated injunction effort was confirmed.
· A new Presidential Administration may review and change and of these rule changes.

Expiring and Expired Federal Authorizations
The Slide deck has the status of federal programs and legislation important to special districts, including:
· Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
· National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
· Secure Rural Schools
· Surface Transportation programs
· FirstNet
REACT Act and FIREWALL Act
· REACT Act (Resilient Emergency Alert Communications and Training Act): Discussion included provisions to improve emergency alert systems, direct FEMA technical assistance, develop templates and public education resources, require annual reporting, and provide $30 million annually for testing.
· FIREWALL Act (Facilitating Increased Resilience Environmental Weatherization and Lowered Liability Act): Discussion included tax credits for resilience and weatherization upgrades.
Note: FY27 Appropriations was not covered during this portion of the meeting.

5. Other Business: Federal Legislation Affecting Special Districts
The group discussed two bills raised during outreach in California, following communications from congressional offices asking whether CSDA would consider supporting the legislation.
Revitalize Rural America Act
· Sponsored by Rep. Mike Thompson, in collaboration with Rep. Gallagher.
· Proposed provisions discussed included technical assistance, grant-writing support, and a tax deduction for rural public employees providing essential services.
Community Disaster Protection Act
· Sponsored by Rep. Min
· The discussion referenced disaster resilience and the Garden Grove tank incident.
NSDA Discussion and Next Steps
· Neither bill currently includes special districts.
· Chantal noted that disaster response and recovery is a priority for NSDA's advocacy platform.
· The group discussed whether NSDA should provide feedback on the bills or consider taking a position.
· Next step: Evaluate the legislation and determine whether NSDA should engage with congressional offices to advocate for the inclusion of special districts and their role in disaster response and recovery.

6. Next Meeting
Date: October 22, 2026




image1.png
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA





      NSD A   Federal Advocacy Committee   Summary   9.24 .26   1:00 pm MNT time     Welcome and Updates :  Ann Terry     Federal Advocacy Update :  Manatt Phelps and Phillips, LLC   & Chantal Unfug     Special District Fairness and Accessibility Act (SDFAA) Update      Legislative momentum and lame - duck strategy: Congressional inaction has slowed progress on  SDFAA, with Utah and California (Rep. Mullin) being the only new cosponsors added since the  previous update. Appreciation was expressed for members’ ongoing advocacy   and outreach  efforts.      Looking ahead to the 120th Congress:  The team discussed opportunities to rebuild momentum,  strengthen legislative relationships, and evaluate whether a name change could help position the  legislation for the next Congress.      Remaining session strategy: Continue seeking cosponsors, with a focus on Freedom Caucus  members and additional outreach to Democratic members of the House Oversight and  Government Reform Committee. Only one Democratic committee member s are a   targeted  outreach a priority.      Congressional outreach: Fallon and Pettersen staff continue working on the legislation daily. The  team will remain alert to potential year - end legislative opportunities, recognizing the limited time  available during the lame - duck period.      Next steps:   o   Continue pursuing cosponsors through the remainder of the session.   o   Develop an updated state - by - state list of elected officials and anticipated post - election  positions.   o   Prepare congratulations and introductory outreach to newly elected officials following the  November 3 election.   o   Explore opportunities for renewed engagement with Sen. Rand Paul and other key  legislative stakeholders.   o   Maintain focus on Reps. Fallon and Pettersen and identify potential champions for the  next Congress.     2. Federal Political Landscape and 2026 Election Planning   The discussion focused on preparing NSDA for potential changes in congressional leadership, committee  assignments, and federal policy priorities following the November elections.      Newly elected officials: The anticipated number of members not returning to Congress presents  an opportunity to introduce NSDA and raise awareness of the role of special districts with  incoming members and their staffs.  

